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Should You Say a Bracha on Hallel at the Seder?
A survey of shittot in the Geonim and Rishonim.

Most people would answer the above question with a “no”, and their reason would probably
be that it’s not in the Haggadah.! It’s also not in the Rambam, the Shulhan Aruch, the Rema
or the Mishnah Berurah.

However, a few Rishonim endorse making a bracha on Hallel, and some of them said two
brachot: one before the first section of Hallel and one before the second section after the
meal. Some said 71137, some X17p, and others said X117 before the first section and 2%
before the second section. The advocates of a bracha were almost all Ashkenazi, and a
significant proportion were in France.

Here is a summary of the arguments for and against. The “for” list presents a number of
reasons to make a bracha, of which, to my knowledge, only one (no. 3) actually appears in
the Rishonim. The “against” list presents the points various Rishonim and Geonim made in
favour of the more widespread practice of not saying a bracha.? At the end, there is a table
showing the opinions of the Geonim and the Rishonim in more detail, with links to sources.

For saying a bracha:

1. The Tosefta (Sukkah 3:2), the Talmud Yerushalmi (Sukkah 4:5) and Masechet Soferim
(20:9) list 18 days and one night® on which Hallel is obligatory, that night being leil
haSeder. We normally say a bracha on a hova. (The Bavli’s list is different — see the
“against” section.)

2. Many Rishonim, chiefly Ashkenazi ones, held one could say a bracha even on a
minhag, such as the shortened Hallel on Rosh Hodesh and the last six days of Pesach.
This is the common Ashkenazi practice today. If Hallel at the Seder is a minhag, it’s
an older one than those two. It also has the advantage of being said in its entirety.*

3. The Yerushalmi (Brachot 1:5) states that brachot that come after another bracha in a
set (a bracha semucha I’haverta) do not begin with “baruch.” Rebi Yirmiya counters
this with the example of “geula”, the bracha after the first section of Hallel at the
Seder, which does start with “baruch”. The Talmud responds that Hallel can be said
in schul, in which case the bracha of “geula” at home will not follow it directly, and
hence it is not considered a bracha semucha | ’haverta. For this reason, the bracha
always begins “baruch”. This proves that when they did say Hallel in the Seder, they
said a bracha first. Some Rishonim read the passage differently, including the

Ra’avyah.

4. Many old Ashkenazi Haggadot include a bracha on Hallel. The 15th-century
Darmstadt Haggadah has two brachot.®

5. The Sefardi minhag is to say Hallel with a bracha at shul on the first night of Pesach,
based on an interpretation of Masechet Soferim (ibid.). Some Ashkenazim have done
this too at various points in history, including in modern Israel, where it has become


https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=14534&st=&pgnum=188

the common practice. How this relates to Hallel at the Seder is complex, and some
Rishonim ascribed great importance to the one said in shul. However, it seems
illogical to make a bracha on this rather than on the Hallel that is explicit in the
Mishna (see Pesahim chapter 10), especially given that Hallel in shul was introduced
for those unable to say it at home (Tosefta Pesahim 10:5).

Against saying a bracha:

1.

6.

The Talmud Bavli (Erchin 10:1) mentions the 18 days but no nights. This implies it
views Hallel on Seder night as a minhag.”

We split Hallel up, with a meal and other activities in the middle, making a bracha
inappropriate.® (Tur, Maharam Chalava, Ra’avyah, Rosh, Rav Amram Gaon, Ritva,
Tosefot)

This Hallel is said as “shira” rather than as “q riyah”. (Rav Hai Gaon, Ritva)
The main tagana was the Hallel in shul, not the Hallel at the Seder. (Rashba)

It’s unclear what the halacha is. When faced with such a safeq, we should follow the
common minhag. (Abudraham, Maharam Halava)

Safek brachot lehagel. (Tur)

I hope this summary and the inexhaustive list that follows will help people at least understand
the issue, and maybe even prompt them to ask their LOR what to do.
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https://www.sefaria.org.il/Rashba_on_Berakhot.11a.6?lang=he&with=all&lang2=he
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! This article was inspired by this site’s very own Dr. Gavriel Martindale, and many of the ideas were his
(though all mistakes are mine). | found many of the sources using the footnotes in the Rogeah’s commentary on
the Haggadah. I hope I'Y”’H to update this post with new information, so please e-mail me with corrections and
additions.

2 The pro-bracha Rishonim leant mainly on a Yerushalmi in Brachot, combined with the logic of “you say a
bracha after, so say one before” / “it’s Hallel, how can you not say a bracha?”, plus a large helping of mesorah.
The anti-bracha Rishonim mostly used arguments the Geonim had made.

3 There are a 21 days and two nights in chutz la’aretz due to Yom Tov Sheni.

4 A possible counterargument is that, unlike on Rosh Hodesh and the final days of Pesach, Hallel at the Seder
contains interruptions and is at night.

5> See Shmuel and Ze’ev Safrai’s Haggadat Hazal, p.162.

% Indeed, it makes little sense bichlal to maintain a practice intended for illiterates or those without a book,
bracha or no bracha. It should be noted that some of the Rishonim who endorse a bracha at the Seder
emphasise that this is for those who did not hear or recite Hallel (presumably with a bracha) at shul. They might
even say that the shul Hallel’s saving grace is that it preserves the practice of saying a bracha at some point of
the proceedings on leil haSeder.

" Some Rishonim, most famously Rabbeinu Tam, held one could say brachot on minhagim such as Hallel on
Rosh Hodesh. However, many were of the opposite opinion, including the Rambam. In any case, the
significance of whether Hallel on Seder night is a hova or a minhag does not dominate the discussions of our
issue in the Geonim and Rishonim. Most of them focus on the other reasons in our list.

8 The Ran (Pesahim 26:1) argues that the Bavli’s list intentionally omits examples of Hallel recitations that are
part of doing a mitzvah rather than part of tefillah. He proves this from the Bavli’s omission of the Hallel said
during the slaughtering of the qorban Pesah. However, it’s also possible to explain this as a machloget between
the hachamim of Eretz Yisrael and Bavel. Since it was mainly Ashkenazim who said a bracha, this machloget
would be consistent with the theory that Ashkenazim often inherited minhagim of Eretz Yisrael, while Sefardim
and Teimanim generally followed Bavli practice.

9 There is some confusion about whether the Geonim meant that one should not use the nusach 21> (as
opposed to x11p) or that one should not say a bracha at all. Most Rishonim understood them in the second way.

101t is unclear from the Ramban’s words whether he said a bracha in practice. However, the Ritva testified in his
commentary on the Haggadah:
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