Tefilin on Hol haMoed
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Rabi Abahu says in the name of Rabi
Elazar: one who puts on tefillin at
night violates a positive mitzvah.
And what is the reason? ‘you will
keep this statute in its time from
days to days’ ‘days’ and not nights -
‘from days’ and not all days to
exclude sabbaths and festivals ...
there are those that say we learn it
from here ‘it will be sign on your
hand’ - that which is a sign for you to
exclude sabbaths and festivals. And
does it not [already] say from days to
days’. We understand this according
to Rabi Yohan [who says]: anything
that’s not clear, we prove it from
multiple places.

It is taught ‘you will keep this
statute in its time from days to
days’ - ‘days’ and not nights - ‘from
days’ and not all days to exclude
sabbaths and festivals the words of
Rabi Yose the Galilean. Rabi Akiva
says this verse only refers to the
korban Pesah ... And does Rabi
Akiva think that one wears tefillin
on sabbath. Is it not taught? Rabi
Akiva says you might think one has
to wear tefillin on sabbaths and
festivals, therefore it says ‘it will be
sign on your hand’ [which means
on days] that need a sign, which
excludes these that are themselves
asign.

It is taught ‘you will keep this statute
in its time from days to days’ - ‘days’
and not nights - ‘from days’ and not
all days to exclude sabbaths and
festivals the words of Rabi Yose the
Galilean. Rabi Akiva says this verse
only refers to the korban Pesah.He
learns it from another verse. As it is
taught Rabi Akiva says you might
think one has to wear tefillin on
sabbaths and festivals, therefore it
says ‘it will be sign on your hand and
totefot between your eyes’ [which
means on days] that need a sign,
which excludes sabbaths and
festivals that are themselves a sign.
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On Rosh Hodesh and hol hamoed, 4 people read, no less and no more and there is no haftara. The first
and last person to read bless before and after. This is the rule, any days that has a mussafand isn’t a
festival, 4 people read, on a festival 5, on yom kippur 6 and on the sabbath 7. No less, but there can be
more and there is a haftara. The first and last person to read bless before and after.
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One may not write a debt-bill on hol hamoed. And if [the seller] doesn’t trust him, or he needs money
for food, then he can write. One may not write [holy] scrolls, tefillin or mezuzot and one cannot check

a letter even in the master scroll. Rabi Yehuda says a person can write tefillin and mezuzot for himself
and spin techelet on his thigh for tzitzit.
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A certain man lost his tefilin on hol hamoed. He came before Rabi Hananel and the sent him before
Rabi Aba bar Natan. He send to him, ‘give him your tefillin and write for yourself’. Rav said ‘write for
him’. The Mishnah disagrees with Rav, [because it says] ‘a person can write tefillin and mezuza for
himself’ i.e. not for other people. We can understand the mishnah as referring to writing them for
storage [i.e. to sell later].
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And you asked about tisha b’av ... and it’s forbidden to wear tefillin on hol hamoed.
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And in Sefer haltim of The Barcelonian Rav I saw written that in a ruling of a gaon ‘the halacha is that
it’s forbidden to wear tefillin on Sabbath and festivals as it is written ‘you will keep this statute’ and it
is forbidden to wear tefillin on hol hamoed...
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It is taught Rabi Akiva says you might think one has to wear tefillin on sabbaths and festivals,
therefore it says ‘it will be sign on your hand’ [which means on days] that need a sign, which excludes
these that are themselves a sign.
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It is forbidden to wear to wear tefillin on sabbaths and festivals and this is from what it says ‘you will

keep this statute in its time from days to days’. And they asked before Rabi Yaakov ben Haviv a
question about tefillin and he says it’s forbidden to wear tefillin on hol hamoed.
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And now all Spanish [diaspora] Jews are accustomed not to wear then on hol hamoed. And 1 heard that
earlier they wore them on hol hamoed according to the opinion of the Rosh and afterwards they found
that Rashbiwrote in a certain passage that it’s forbidden to wear them on hol hamoed and thus they
refrained from wearing them. And that’s what my uncle the Rav Yitzhak Karo wrote in a feshuva. And the
passage is found in midrash ne’elam on Shir haShirim on the verse ‘the smell of your good oil’... and
since in our falmudit’s not clear, who would be so bold as to actively transgress the words of Rashbi who
talks very harshly about the prohibition on wearing them.
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The universal custon was to wear them until in the days of the later Rabbis, the found the Zohar to
Shir haShirim that one who wears tefillin on hol hamoed is like one who cuts the saplings, they
refrained from wearing them any more on hol hamoed.
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On hol hamoed, it is also forbidden to wear tefillin because of this reason because the days of hol
hamoed are also called a sign. REMA: And there are those that say he is obligated in tefillin, and thus is
are custom in all these lands to wear them on hol hamoed and to bless on them, but we don’t bless on
them in a loud voice in schullike the other days of the year.
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